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Lesson Title: Used-to-be-Trash Art 
Grade Level: K-12 
Estimated Completion Time: 2 days 
 
Overview 
The purpose of this Used-to-be-Trash art project is to : (1) enhance student’s ability to 
see things in our daily life from different point of view and perspective, by using what 
students see as “trash” at beginning point, and explore and consider the potential of the 
“trash” to become part of meaningful life again. (2) Learn about ecology where materials 
come from, where it goes after used and how we could participate in the cycle. After 
understanding there are different ways to look at one thing, (3) apply the knowledge to 
create own meaningful piece from “materials that was used-to-be-trash” to give new 
purpose to become part of society again.  
 

Some creations and artists who uses re-cycled materials: 

-Masumi Honda makes beautiful art from empty water-bottles. She calls it “PETBottles 
sophisticated Art” She does not use any glue or coating, paints on her bottle art so that 
they still could be easily re-cycled after the art full-filled its own purpose.  

-Haruna Shimada is a sea-glass artst, she creates art using sea-glass, and send 
messages to keep the ocean clean, and make safe environment for sea creatures. 

-The glass creation called “Ryukyu glass” made by Okinawas. Ryukyu glass is a type of 
handmade glass craft in Okinawa. The glass pieces of the soda bottles that was thrown 
out were used by Okinawan glass makers to create their craft. These bottles, the 
recycling process resulted in unique colors, as well as air bubbles, which eventually 
became known as part of the look-and-feel of Ryukyu Glass.  

-Toilet Paper Roll Recycle Art by Yuca Yamada 

 
Enduring Ideas/Essential Questions 
To start creating art, buying materials are not always necessary, materials could be 
found anywhere and even “trash” becomes materials and potentially be important part 
of art. In this lesson, students explore the questions: “What is the trash and what are the 
materials?” “Where does materials come from and go?” “What is the purpose of this 
material, and what else could it be?” In doing so, students will learn to look materials 
from different point of view, examine its potential and explore different usage for 
creating art. 
 
National or State Learning Standards 
(HS Proficient): Students will VA: Cr1.2.Ia: Shape an artistic investigation of an aspect 
of present-day life using a contemporary practice of art or design. VA:Cr3.1.Ia: Apply 
relevant criteria from traditional and contemporary cultural contexts to examine,reflect 
on, and plan revisions for works of art and design in progress. VA: 
Re.7.1.Ia:Hypothesize ways in which art influences perception and understanding of 



 ARE 6148: Art Lesson: Used-to-be-Trash Art                                                       Yuno Bounds 

human experiences.VA: Re9.1.Ia: Establish relevant criteria in order to evaluate a work 
of art or collection of works. 
 
Lesson Objectives  
In this lesson, students will: (1) discuss in small groups “what are trash and what are 
materials” “where materials come from and go” to learn about cycle of trash and 
materials. (2) Students will individually pick few item from things they were about to 
throw away and become “trash” and examine and consider if there is any potential to be 
something, or to be part of something, practice seeing things from different 
perspective.(3) Create own meaningful piece from “materials that has fill-filled first 
purpose” to give new purpose to become part of student’s life. 
 
 
Tools and Materials 
Ask students to keep few things that was going into trash at home (for example, empty 
drink bottles, grocery bags, cereal boxes, clothes with holes or rips, scrabbled paper 
and etc.) Avoid perishable items. Students will be allowed to exchange items between 
students if they see meaningful usage for the material that other student have. It is all 
about different perspective, some might find bottles usable in their art and other might 
need bags for their art. Good to access variety of materials to explore various possible 
ways to use the item. While students bring main items to use, teacher can provide 
creating tools such as glue, paste, tape, scissors, paper cutter, paints, glue guns (pick 
age appropriate ones) etc. 
Teachers also provide some example works(picture, PPT, links and etc) of re-cycled 
arts and artist, and purpose of their art. Additionally, provide “where the trash goes?” 
panel to show students so that students can easily visualize them and some fact 
numbers how much trash goes into landfill and ocean and what it does to nature. 
 
 
Introduction  
Before the class, as a pre-assignment, have students keep some item that they were 
about to throw away, and bring them to class. 
With the “where the trash goes?” panel or on the white board write down with students 
the steps where trash goes from your hand to its ending place. Ask students where else 
could trash go besides landfill and what we can do to reduce trash going into landfill. 
Most importantly, ask students “what are the trash, what are the materials, and what 
defines them?” 
 
 
Procedure 
 

1. As a pre-assignment, ask students to keep few item that they were about to 
throw away, and bring them to class. 

 
2. Divide students into small groups and have them place “trash” things that they 

brought on the table. Pass out few “I can see this as” worksheet to each group 
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and have them fill out for each item they brought. (it’s ok to do only few 
depends on time you have in your class setting) 

 

3. Each group, one by one shows item to other group and share the response 
they got. For example, “This item, our group saw it as (1) trash, (2) cereal box, 
(3) thick paper, (4) cartoon on box, (5) colorful cardboard (6) cat box. Etc..” 

 
4. Discuss and ask students something like “the item you brought in today that 

you thought it was trash, what did others think of it?” “Why did we get different 
answers?” “What is the purpose of this material, and what else could it be?” 
“What potential this material has?” and same question from beginning one 
more time, now what do you think “what are trash and what are materials?”   

 
5. Introduce some of the artist and artwork made of re-cycled materials and its 

meaning and messages. Have students discuss what they could do with their 
items and talk about possibility of ways using items they brought as materials. 

 
6. Have student go back into their small group and brainstorm what they could 

create from the about-to-be-trash items, discuss about possible potential of 
materials.  I would like to give student choice of freedom to create piece 
individually, or as a group, depends on ideas they came up with.  Day1 class 
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finish here. End of the Day1, ask students to collect about-to-be-trash items 
that they are planning to use in their art by next class. 

 
 

7. Day 2. Have student create new piece using materials of their choice. 
Students can exchange materials between students if they see meaningful 
usage for the material that another student have. It is all about perspective, 
bringing in new ideas, some students might see possibility in different item. 
(creating art part can be done in 1 day or few days depends on class length) 

 
  

 
 
(pumpkin object made of used paper and cardboard) 
 
 
Distribution and Clean-Up 
Whatever item left from the project, have students cut everything into small pieces and 
explain these pieces will be part of mosaic art or collage project. If glass, can or others 
that could not be cut into pieces, use re-cycle bin. Have student put away tools that they 
used. 
 
Closure 
Showcase students’ art in the school or community place to show their creativity and 
convey the message to others. 
At the end of the class, ask students “What did your about-to-be-trash become with your 
creativity?” “What’s the new purpose you gave to the item?” “What did you learn about 
the material you used?” and have them hold their item and tell classmates what they 
think of their new creation (self-assessment) and share ideas they used it to create their 
artwork.  
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Assessment 
 

 
Rubric for the Used-to-be-Trash Art Project 

 
To receive a “satisfactory,” a student must: 
 
• Write the “I can see this as..” worksheet. 
• Shows understanding of seeing things from different perspective.  
• Create original work of art 
 
To receive a “proficient,” a student must meet all of the criteria for a 
satisfactory” and: 
 
• Be able to explain potentials of “about-to-be-trash”. 
• Join and spontaneously help each other to explore ideas. 
 
To receive an “exceptional,” a student must meet all of the criteria for a 
“proficient” and: 
 
• The artwork send message to viewers, catches viewer’s attention to the meaning of 
the artwork.  
• Shows original creativity in the artwork and shows new way of how he/she used 
materials. 
 

 
 
Artists or Works of Art Studied 

PETBottles sophisticated Art. Created by Masumi Honda. She creates beautiful art 
from empty water-bottles without using any glue or coating, paints on her bottle art so 
that they still could be easily re-cycled after the art full-filled its own purpose.  

Haruna Shimada. Sea-glass artist, she creates art using sea-glass, and send 
messages to keep the ocean clean, and make safe environment for sea creatures. 

Ryukyu Glass. The glass creation called “Ryukyu glass” made by Okinawans. Ryukyu 
glass is a type of handmade glass craft in Okinawa. The glass pieces of the soda 
bottles that was thrown out were used by Okinawan glass makers to create their craft. 
These bottles, the recycling process resulted in unique colors, as well as air bubbles, 
which eventually became known as part of the look-and-feel of Ryukyu Glass. 

Toilet Paper Roll Recycle Art by Yuca Yamada 
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Some Questions to Ask During the Project 
 
“What is the trash and what are the materials?” 
 
“What defines them?” 
 
“Where does trash come from and go?” 
 
“Where does materials come from and go?” 
 
“What can we do to reduce trash going into landfill or ocean?” 
 
“the item you thought it was trash, what did others think of it?”  
 
“Why did we get different answers?”  
 
“What is the purpose of this material, and what else could it be?” 
 
“What potential this material has?” 
 

http://myvaio.sony.jp/sonyselect/special/140821/
https://www.stripes.com/okinawa-tradition-talent-clearly-on-display-at-ryukyu-glass-craft-1.270335
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“What can we make out of it?” 
 
 “What did your about-to-be-trash become with your creativity?” 
 
 “What’s the new purpose you gave to the item?” 
 
 “What did you learn about the material you used?”  
 
 

 


